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Learning, Learning,
Learning:

Digital, Personal, Commons

David Loertscher and Elizabeth “Betty” Marcoux
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n this December issue we are urging you

to consider how small changes in your

library can make a big difference in stu-
dent engagement, learning, and buy-in and
this isn’t even talking about how administra-
tors, teachers, parents, and community mem-
bers might support some of these issues.

We are urging you to think about things that may make your life, as well
as your students’ lives, even more productive. Consider the What Works
column, “Common Core, Book2Cloud, PARCC, and Acting NOW!" by David
Loertscher. His comments describe how critical a time it is in U.S. education
right now as the Common Core Standards are starting to be discussed and
implemented in many states and how research technology and the mas-
tery of complex texts provide teacher librarians with a major opportunity
to move to the center of teaching and learning. We can move if we realize
how to build and execute such tools as knowledge building centers and
Book2Cloud replacements of static ebook texts. When collaboration is built
into such learning experiences, teacher librarians become éssential factors in
student success. And he reminds us that if we teach students to create their
own personal learning environments, we provide them a magnificent life
skill for the 21* century.

Then consider how YOU might switch up what you are doing in your situ-
ation that could make a large difference in student learning. Through these
articles, think about what you can do to improve your already good services.
Sue Gregerson is just getting started and demonstrates that you can really
take a lemon situation and make lemonade out of it in her article about the
unique challenges and success of what she finds at the Marysville Getchell
Campus in Washington state. Gregerson is faced with the task of provid-
ing library services to four separate Small Learning Communities (SLC), in
four separate buildings on single secondary campus - all the while provid-
ing common services. She is a valued member of the curriculum planning
team and keeps herself in the forefront of the entire school’s vision. Peggy
Sullivan provides a look at how the school library environment can make
a difference. While acknowledging that funds may be limited, this is an




interesting perspective of a business, but
school-oriented person, revealing what can
happen when there is consideration for de-
sign that supports curriculum like a learn-
ing commons model. As she notes, there is
a serious message in the YOUMedia space
for middle and high school libraries. She
has yet to walk into a new school library
that speaks as clearly as YOUMedia does
about the power of teens and learning. In-
teresting thoughts.

Thom Markham takes us through Proj-
ect Based Learning (PBL) as a future model
that has seven design principles to establish
a PBL program: If you are thinking about
PBL, this article should help you move
forward. If you are not familiar with PBL,
this article will help you understand it.
And then there is Sue Kowalski, an AASL
NSLMPY winner for 2011. Sue Kowalski
explains how, with “a fresh set of eyes,”
determination, creativity, and a belief in
her students, she can offer leadership in the

school and marshal a team consisting of
students, teachers, custodial staff, parents,
and school administrators to propose ideas
for learning and then make them happen.
Truly inspirational and within a traditional
setting - all of this has been done!

Regarding digital learning, Andrew
Churches, a supporter of the 21% Century
Fluencies Project and contributor to The
Committed Sardine blog, offers a succinct
and clear look at four core elements neces-
sary for effective digital learning: effective
pedagogy, feedback and reflection, collab-
oration, and creativity. He also notes the
underlying assumptions in which they are
embedded. Use his graphic representation
for a tool for advocacy.

Speaking of advocacy, be sure you look
at the Advocacy column, where Mark Ray,
the Washington 2011 Teacher of the Year,
talks about how to advocate in and for your
school as well as for your school library. A
remarkable teacher librarian, Mark shakes

us up with the notion that teacher librar-
ians can be effective contributors to the
concepts of student learning. He shows us
how to do just that.

Don't miss the reviews this issue of-
fers as there are several that may help you
make some of these changes. Investigate
how you can utilize this information to
support and facilitate your work.

Finally, in the Brain Trust column, Dr.
Blanche Woolls, an emeritus professor of
our field, talks simply about how we are
the owners of our own destiny, and how
we can move ourselves forward. Her com-
ments are empowering and visionary. She
has seen the field and meets our challenges
head on.

And this issue doesn't stop there. In all
of the columns you will find inspirational
information that will help you as you move
your program forward. We look forward to
hearing how it is going!

Teacher Librarian program?
Learn more at: slisweb.sjsu.edu/tl

Did you know our School offers a fully-online

T hank }”au.

The San José State University

School of Library and Information Science
recognizes the important role you play in
the lives of children. Thank you for ensuring
a bright future for today’s youth and
tomorrow’s leaders.
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