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"It would be wonderful if one had time'

to preview each of the thousands of
media_ titles which are produced each
year and. are vieing for our attention.

" Howeuver, this is hardly possible now,

and will become even more difficult as
the media proliferate. The November
15, 1974 Epiegram reported that num-
bers of commercially available instruc-
tional materials had spiraled from a
total of 19,000-26,000 in the 1950s to

over 300,000 in 1974. The §5.00 film- '

strip of the ’50s has become a sound
filmstrip set, and may cost from $50 to
$100. The media professional must
consider and scrutinize every purchase
decision. Media specialists can no
longer afford “white elephants” (ex-
pensive materials or equipment now

“collecting dust in the media center).

-For years, media specialists have had

to build quality collections of books
with limited funds, from a market
bulging with titles. How have they
coped? In the book world there is'a
massive effort made each year to chan-
nel most of the books published
through a review journal. Long ago,
however, those in the field realized
that this process, however important,

-leaves something to be desired: Just

because a reviewer.praises a book does
not mean: that it should be a prime
candidate for purchase (it is not un-
common to find a book praised by one
reviewer and panned by another).
Also, reviewers have biases which are
often connected to the editorial philos-
ophy of the journal in which their
reviews appear. The lag time between
the date of publication and the appear-
ance of the review in print presents
further problems. Yet, media special-
ists continue the time-consuming pro-
cess of checking review sources.

Book select'ion and selection of au-.

diovisual ‘materials share some com-
mon requirements:
1. Constant reading, listening, or
viewing to develop critical ability
_and a knowledge of content.

2. An in-depth knowledge of user

. needs.
3. A knowledge of the ex1st1ng col-
lection.”

4. Constant readmg of the review

media.

5. Screemng title output in relation
to reviewer’s evaluation,. user
needs, gaps in the existing collec-
tion, and the subject knowledge
of the media professional.

6. Rare purchase of a book title that
has not been-reviewed in a re-
view journal. Less frequent pur-

¥

~ chase of a media title that has not -

been - revxewed in a review. jour-
nal. ‘ :

7. Substitution  of less cxpensxve,

formats - or titles when quality
can be maintained at a high level
(g, buying the same book title
in paperback or buying a sound
-filmstrip instead of a 16mm film
-when motion is not a prime req-
uisite).
An additional step may be required to
minimize adding white. elephants to
the media - collection—in-house pre-
viewing before a final purchase deci-

sion is- made. Note that the authors-

have said that previewing is an addi-
‘tional step—not the only step preced-

ing purchase.-That is, consultation of

reviews and prev1ew1ng are partner
tools. :
To be successful a program for pre-

_ viewing potential purchases must be
thoroughly - organized, . particularly’. =

when a constant stream of ‘materials
may be flowing between producers and
your center. Poorly kept files and cas-
ual policies can be disastrous to the
center and can endanger any pro-
ducer’s willingness to continue to send

'

materials for preview. The flow-chart
outlines - suggested view ' procedures.’

Those items which are lettered w1ll be
explained more fully.

A. Requests for new materials are -

submitted by patrons, and may be for

_an actual title or for materials in a sub-

ject area. Requests must be checked
against the media’ center. holdings to

determine if the, title is in the collec-

tion, or if other materials are available
in that subject: area. (An accurate
record of ‘materials  presently owned
should be kept to ‘avoid unnecessary

and unwanted . duplication. When'

items are purchased which are parts of

sets or series, the catalog or list should .’
. cross-reference the set title and the in-

dividual item title.) If it is determined

that the subject is insufficiently cov- " k
ered, or that the requested title is not
in the collection, materials can be se- .

lected for potential purchase, and will
therefore need to be previewed. -

B. It is essential that well-orgamzed
files be maintained of materials in the

center for preview. This will assure the ’

smooth flow of materials from the pre-
view source.to the previewers, -and

back to the source. A simple form: -

should be used for the preview acquisi-
tion files. The form (in two -copies)

. ‘should contain the following essential
items: title, date ordered, date arrived,

who has the material - in-house, date

due back: at center; and return d;ite to

~
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‘produce‘r.‘,‘One copy of ‘the preview
form should remain in the central of-'

fice ‘and be. clipped to all correspon-
dence pertaining to the preview item.
"The second copy should accompany
the material to and from the pre-
viewers. One simple form records the
complete. ‘process for efficiency and
time saving. All information should be
filed so that return dates are carefully
watched. ;

C. Sources for preview include the
individual publishers’ of audiovisual
-media; other public schools within a
system; - other school systems; other
media:centers in public libraries, jun-
ior colleges, ‘ universities, and other
educational institutions; reglonal pre-
view centers; and conventions and
workshops.

In the past, pubhshers and pro-
ducers have been happy to allow mate-
rials to be previewed. There are some

‘rules. of ethics’' which need to be.ob-

served, however: -
1. Expedite .preview materials so
‘that they are returned to the
...company promptly.
2. Return the matenal in
o condltlon /
3..Do not’ copy, photograph or
+ record the materials. This is not
just unethical, it is illegal.
4. Be apprecxatlve of the preview
. service and patronize cooperative
- firms when possible. -
If you are in a public school system,

“mint”

other schools in the district which own
- materials which might be suitable for
“your school may lend their copies for
~preview. Time spent communicating

"ing. Communication with the local’
public library may stop unnecessary -

E:

- with colleagues and - sharing ideas

about materials might lead to inter-
library - loan. "Other school districts
with extensive media collections could
be willing to allow prevxewers access
to their materials.

Distances - between junior colleges,
universities, and other educational in-

 stitutions may be great, but communi-

cation between media specialists and
knowledge of’ existing media collec-
tions may lead to cooperation in lend-

duplication of materials in two local
collections.

D. The person in charge of preview
of materials may have to choose be-

‘tween preview by a.designated com-
mittee, patrons, a group of teachers;

individual teachers, students, the me-
dia staff, or'by a combination of all of

‘the ‘above. Previewers should possess

“some subject area expertise. The me-
.dia specialist’ can, through"in-service
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training, “help previewers to become
excellent reviewers.:

E. However . preview is accom-
plished, it is preferable to provide a
single evaluation format for all types of
media.. The findings and comments of
previewers can’ be.recorded in a card
file or loose leaf notebook for easy ref-
erence to all materials which have
been previewed. It is essential that in-
formation from preview sessions be
preserved so that materials are not un-
knowingly requested for preview a sec-
ond time. Requesting materials unwit-
tingly can be costly, and may cause a
review ' committee annoyance when
they realize they have seen the mate-
rial at another time. v

F. Once material has been pre-
viewed it must be returned promptly to
the preview source, and care must be
taken to see that material is returned
within any time constraints placed by
the preview source. Others may be
waiting to preview the material.

Preview of materials can, have sev-
eral very positive results. It may create
an awareness of the availability of au-
diovisual materials; it may increase
patron use of such materials; and it
may increase the use of media center
materials in general. It will décrease

the chances of purchasmg white ele-

phants.

Blanche Woolls is assistant profes-
sor, Graduate School of Library and
Information *Sciences,- University of
Pitisburgh, and David V. Loertscher
is assistant professor, Media Sciences
Department, Purdue University.
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- Convention Speaker,;
Announced

»

James G. O’Hara, who since 1958 has represented Mlchlgan s-12th dlS-

trict in the United States House of Representatives, will address the First

General Session of the Dallas Convention on Monday, April 14, at 5:00 p.m.
O’Hara is considered to be the House’s leading authority on higher educa-

tion, and serves as chairperson of the Committee on Education and Labor’s -

Subcommittee on Postsecondary Education. This subcommittee will be con-

sidering new higher education legislation to replace the current ngher Edu-' .

cation Act which expires in FY 76. 1

O’Hara has introduced two higher education bills this session—one to re-
write, amend, and extend the federal student financial aid programs; and the
other to extend all the other programs contained in the present ngher Educa-
tion Act.

The student aid bill would give the federal government more leverage in
hlgher education policy making and would discourage continued raising of
tuition in the public sector: O’Hara described his bill, which he hopes to get to
the House floor before summer, as “a step toward ending the escalation of
present tuition levels,” in keeping with his personal long-term goal of making

“two or more years of tuition-free educatlon avallable beyond high school to ‘

every qualified American.”
In addition, O’Hara served for, several years on the House Interior and In-

sular Affairs Committee, including its subcommittees on Environment, Na-

tional Parks, and Recreation. He left that committee in 1974 to become a
member of the newly-formed Budget Committee, which has the I‘CSpOl’lSlblllty
for setting the federal spendlng priorities for the Nation.
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