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Intentional Inquiry: Vision, Persistence, and Relationships by Leslie Maniotes

On the national level educators have been tirelessly working to shift what is done in schools to match the
needs of the post-industrial era learner. In order for change to take hold, intentionality must be central
to what is done. This article provides examples where educators have intentionally created a vision and

a plan to support change in student learning by providing professional development in inquiry-based
learning as their core strategy.

Reading Promotion Events Recommended for Elementary Students by

Nicole N. (Simon) Guldager, Karla Steege Krueger, and Joan Bessman Taylor

Students deprived of the opportunity to read for pleasure often become students who choose not to read
once the required reward-based reading systems are removed (Pavonetti, Brimmer, & Cipielewski 2002).
This article proposes low cost elementary reading promotion events designed to help teacher librar-

ians create a sequence of inclusive and diverse whole-community events to promote pleasure reading
throughout the school year. This vetted, collated list of monthly events is grounded in the research of
intrinsic motivation and student choice for reading.

Tracking Teacher Librarian Effectiveness Using Digital Portfolios by Cynthia Keller

School professionals are being evaluated on educational effectiveness, and this article examines how the
teaching role of school librarians can be evaluated with the use of digital portfolios. For school adminis-
trators to evaluate the total picture of teaching effectiveness of a teacher librarian, they need to evaluate
instructional activities, artifacts, and quantitative and qualitative data over a period of time. This article
provides guidelines for compiling these digital portfolios.

Data Literacy Strategies to Bolster Student Election Understanding by Kristin Fontichiaro

Many educators and their students struggle with data literacy - the ability to “read” and “write” effec-
tively with data, particularly quantitative data. As the 2016 presidential campaign approaches, students
need data comprehension skills more than ever to support their political decision-making. This article
offers three high-leverage data literacy strategies that can help educators prepare students to interpret
data.

The Compassionate Makerspace: Grief and Healing in a High School Library Makerspace by Gina
Seymour

The author of this article discusses how a makerspace proved invaluable during a difficult time for
students and staff when a student was killed in an accident. They found the makerspace and library could
serve as a center for grieving, as students gathered to create a meaningful memorial for a former class-
mate, serving as a positive, healing action for students.

About Boys Reading “Girl” Books by Tina Hudak

Hudak shares insights obtained from an instructional lesson conducted with her sixth grade boys that
examine complex issues associated with preferences in selection of reading material, especially around
book covers designed to appeal to girls. After reading selected titles, students offered insights on their
prior bias and positive response to content.
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NOTEBOOK

Ready for Summer

Deborah Levitov and Christie Kaaland
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€ ¢ Summer afternoon—summer af-

ternoon; to me those have always
been the two most beautiful words in
the English language.” Henry James

Ah, summer, when you have the luxury of time to reflect, refresh,
and renew before the school year begins once again. Summer offers
a chance for self pampering, perhaps to indulge in reading whatever
you want. It is also a time to step back and reflect in order to priori-
tize what needs to be accomplished in the coming school year. In this
way you can return in the fall renewed, with vigor to incorporate the
professional trends, research, and ideas that you encountered over the
summer.

This issue of Teacher Librarian offers some well-informed ideas for
professional reading and contemplation over the summer, which are
befitting for a fall list. As Leslie Maniotes assrts in her article, you too
can become “change savvy™ in your school library program, which can
then extend to your school, district, and/or community. Are you ready
to work with teachers on implementing the inquiry process for teach-
ing and learning? Consider how you can involve others in moving this
forward.

Do you have a professional digital portfolio underway? Summer is
a great time to cull through the professional accomplishments of the
past year and either begin a portfolio or add material to an existing
one as evidence of your teaching effectiveness. As Keller establishes in
her article, a digital portfolio is an effective way to present your teach-
ing role and the importance of the school library program to student
learning.

How about launching literature events for the next year that pro-
mote intrinsically motivated reading for your students? The research-




PROFESSIONAL REVIEWS

Summer Reading
Suggestions

David V. Loertscher

Dean, Nancy and Natalie Danaher. Finding Voice: Intro-
ductory Lessons to Teach Reading and Writing of Com-
plex Text. (Capstone Press, 2017. 200 p. $24.95. ISBN:
9781496606075)

By coincidence, the same day I received this book for
review, I read a current blog post by a popular children’s
book author who stated that the way he learned to write was
by reading. In other words, by reading widely, he picked
up on how to write and managed to create his own voice
in his journey through literature. Here are two authors who
propose and provide a step-by-step process for a student to
create voice during writing, as if it were a skill to be devel-
oped. It is exactly the opposite approach that is so common
in education. Do we learn to read through all the detailed
reading instruction or by just reading. Stephen Krashen cer-
tainly has ideas about this, saying that it is much better to
read widely as the way to develop reading skill. Whatever
your bent or the preference of your teachers, if you like the
skill based approach, then, this is a book to consider. It is
essentially a plethora of one-page handouts in sequence that
can be reproduced for the student who then does sheet one,
two, three...etc. Lesson topics include: Wonderful Words,
Dazzling Detail, Irritable Imagery, Fabulous Figurative
Language, Tricky Tone, etc. Secretly, I think a bit of both
strategies depending on the needs of individual learners is
probably the best practice. Is variety the spice of learning?
So, here is a recommended title if you appreciate skill-based
learning.

Policastro, Margaret Mary, Becky McTague, and Diane
Mazeski. Formative Assessment in the New Balanced
Literacy Classroom. (Capstone Press, 2016. 168 p. $24.95.
ISBN: 9781496602954)

For teacher librarians who are coteaching alongside the

classroom teacher in units connected to reading and writing,
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this trio of authors introduces 26 different strategies to help
the adults encourage fluency as they teach and as the students
are consuming the printed text. While you as a TL might be
stressing the love and enjoyment of reading and writing, the
classroom teacher will be thinking skills, skills, skills. So, if
you find yourself as a coteacher, then you need to share the
blessings of the formative assessment of the skill, and the
teacher needs to stress, alongside you, the wonders of read-
ing a wide variety of great books. This book is for the early
readers in elementary school. It might provide some strate-
gies that you can use as a team to address the individual
needs of each developing reader and writer. Recommended
for that purpose.

Spisak, Jen. Multimedia Learning Stations: Facilitating
Instruction, Strengthening the Research Process, Build-
ing Collaborative Partnerships. (Libraries Unlimited,
2015. 223 p. $45. ISBN: 9781440835179)

Multimedia stations fall into the category of blended
learning, meaning that some parts of a longer unit are done
on the computer and other activities in the classroom with
the teacher. Spisak is a master at finding OERs and using
various Web 2.0 tools joining these in a topical investigation
that the teacher has been consulted and perhaps planned,
and then the librarian’s information literacy lessons are in-
tegrated into small class period time blocks. Each of the
various stations form a whole and are pre-assessed and post
assessed. From reading the explanations and soaking up the
various sample modules, it appears that the teacher and the
teacher librarian are not coteaching; rather, the teacher is
sending students to the library for a segment of the larger
unit. The librarian seems to be monitoring the group to see
that they are making progress. Because the stations have a
wide variety of media and software to use, they are popular
with students when compared to a lecture or direct instruc-
tion experience back in the classroom. Some of the stations
are for individualized use; others are for group work. In a
1:1 school, it would seem that such stations could be used
with flipped education. To her credit, Spisak can claim that
her information literacy agenda is being achieved as various
students encounter the stations approach. Another advan-
tage of the integrative approach is that she need not repeat
her teaching of the same skill over and over again. In a world
where variety is the spice of learning, stations have a place if

cleverly designed. However, this approach is not coteaching




and would not achieve the level of suc-
cess with a high percentage of learn-
ers that would happen if both adult
partners were working simultaneously
and where learners could work with
their own devices in a flexible learning
space. What Spisak knows that blended
learning companies don’t is that vari-
ety of approach and variety of avenues
through stations needs to be different.
They always want to design every sta-
tion and every learning experience
essentially the same in a world where
one size never fits all learners. They
would say that this approach takes too
much time to design, test, and deliver,
and much too difficult to capture data
across learners and across schools. For
this reviewer who is bent on the idea
of coteaching and the use of collabora-
tive learning technologies, something
is missing here. However, it is a major
step forward for librarians who want to
change the “bring them in and teach
the databases” approach. This book
has enough examples to help you un-
derstand what is going on with learn-
ers. It is recommended as one stepping
stone along the path of possibilities in
the library learning commons program.

Hall, Pete and Alisa A. Simeral. Read,
Reflect, Learn: Building Your Ca-
pacity for Success in the Classroom.
(ASCD, 2015. 160 p. $26.95. ISBN:
9781416620105)

This book is like many others in
the education world in that it assumes
that the entire burden of teaching is
upon the isolated teacher in the iso-
lated classroom. The authors provide
a method of self-assessment for that
teacher hoping that asking ones self
some serious reflective questions will
stimulate improvements alongside the
pressure of testing and any supervisory

evaluations of classroom practices. We
wish that someone would come out
with some good strategies for coteaching
pairs. In our own writing, we suggest
that after the unit or lesson is over and
the grading is in, a reflection be held
by the adults with the learners with
such simple questions as: What did we
learn as a group? What did I learn as
an individual? How did I learn what
I learned? How did we learn? How
could we do better next time? So what?
What’s next? Perhaps simple and hon-
est reflection on the part of learners
and teachers would stimulate at least
as much as singular self-assessment;
hopefully more. This book might offer
some ideas about adult reflection, but
we recommend looking elsewhere for

advice.

De Las Casas, Dianne. Spooktacular
Tales: 25 Just Scary Enough Stories.
(Libraries Unlimited, 2016, 89 p., $45.
ISBN: 9781440836909)

It’s time to get this book and plan
a Halloween storytelling festival
throughout the school. Buy two cop-
ies; rip them up, and distribute them to
kids around the school as story starts.
They could tell, retell, rewrite, vid-
eotape their own versions, and gener-
ally just have a good time performing,
listening, and even trying to tell one
better than the one they just heard!
Sometimes, such an inclusive activity at
any age just might develop writing and
Don’t

forget to archive the event with all-

telling skills that last a lifetime.

day videotaping of storytellers in the
library learning commons, and it will
be a great way to draw crowds to the
virtual learning commons for weeks af-

terward. Highly recommended.
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