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Intentional Inquiry: Vision, Persistence, and Relationships by Leslie Maniotes

On the national level educators have been tirelessly working to shift what is done in schools to match the
needs of the post-industrial era learner. In order for change to take hold, intentionality must be central
to what is done. This article provides examples where educators have intentionally created a vision and

a plan to support change in student learning by providing professional development in inquiry-based
learning as their core strategy.

Reading Promotion Events Recommended for Elementary Students by

Nicole N. (Simon) Guldager, Karla Steege Krueger, and Joan Bessman Taylor

Students deprived of the opportunity to read for pleasure often become students who choose not to read
once the required reward-based reading systems are removed (Pavonetti, Brimmer, & Cipielewski 2002).
This article proposes low cost elementary reading promotion events designed to help teacher librar-

ians create a sequence of inclusive and diverse whole-community events to promote pleasure reading
throughout the school year. This vetted, collated list of monthly events is grounded in the research of
intrinsic motivation and student choice for reading.

Tracking Teacher Librarian Effectiveness Using Digital Portfolios by Cynthia Keller

School professionals are being evaluated on educational effectiveness, and this article examines how the
teaching role of school librarians can be evaluated with the use of digital portfolios. For school adminis-
trators to evaluate the total picture of teaching effectiveness of a teacher librarian, they need to evaluate
instructional activities, artifacts, and quantitative and qualitative data over a period of time. This article
provides guidelines for compiling these digital portfolios.

Data Literacy Strategies to Bolster Student Election Understanding by Kristin Fontichiaro

Many educators and their students struggle with data literacy - the ability to “read” and “write” effec-
tively with data, particularly quantitative data. As the 2016 presidential campaign approaches, students
need data comprehension skills more than ever to support their political decision-making. This article
offers three high-leverage data literacy strategies that can help educators prepare students to interpret
data.

The Compassionate Makerspace: Grief and Healing in a High School Library Makerspace by Gina
Seymour

The author of this article discusses how a makerspace proved invaluable during a difficult time for
students and staff when a student was killed in an accident. They found the makerspace and library could
serve as a center for grieving, as students gathered to create a meaningful memorial for a former class-
mate, serving as a positive, healing action for students.

About Boys Reading “Girl” Books by Tina Hudak

Hudak shares insights obtained from an instructional lesson conducted with her sixth grade boys that
examine complex issues associated with preferences in selection of reading material, especially around
book covers designed to appeal to girls. After reading selected titles, students offered insights on their
prior bias and positive response to content.
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Ready for Summer

Deborah Levitov and Christie Kaaland
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€ ¢ Summer afternoon—summer af-

ternoon; to me those have always
been the two most beautiful words in
the English language.” Henry James

Ah, summer, when you have the luxury of time to reflect, refresh,
and renew before the school year begins once again. Summer offers
a chance for self pampering, perhaps to indulge in reading whatever
you want. It is also a time to step back and reflect in order to priori-
tize what needs to be accomplished in the coming school year. In this
way you can return in the fall renewed, with vigor to incorporate the
professional trends, research, and ideas that you encountered over the
summer.

This issue of Teacher Librarian offers some well-informed ideas for
professional reading and contemplation over the summer, which are
befitting for a fall list. As Leslie Maniotes assrts in her article, you too
can become “change savvy” in your school library program, which can
then extend to your school, district, and/or community. Are you ready
to work with teachers on implementing the inquiry process for teach-
ing and learning? Consider how you can involve others in moving this
forward.

Do you have a professional digital portfolio underway? Summer is
a great time to cull through the professional accomplishments of the
past vear and either begin a portfolio or add material to an existing
one as evidence of your teaching effectiveness. As Keller establishes in
her article, a digital portfolio is an effective way to present your teach-
ing role and the importance of the school library program to student
learning.

How about launching literature events for the next year that pro-

mote intrinsically motivated reading for your students? The research-




WHAT WORKS

OERs, Collaboration,
and the Library
Learning Commons

David V. Loertscher

Together, we selected the most common topic in the el-
ementary schools of California - California History at the
fourth grade level - and developed a year long course us-
ing OERSs to support the brand new California Social Studies
Framework adopted in 2016.

Take a look at it here: https://sites.google.com/site/cahis-
toryforkidsgr4

he world of Open

Educational Re-

sources (OERs) has
emerged sufficiently to open
a huge potential for teacher
librarians to move into the
center of teaching and learning by
creating cotaught online sessions, units,
and whole courses of instruction.

This may already be a part of your repertoire as a teacher
librarian, but my experience with my graduate students at
San Jose State University recently has pushed the boundary
of possibilities. We would like to share.

Perhaps you are a TL with more than one school, or, you
are part time, or, you have a number of TLs in your district
or region who keep reinventing the wheel for common units
of instruction in the school, district, or even the state. We
notice that those who have multiple schools or whole dis-
tricts as the only professional TLs, spend a great deal of
time on management, but wishing they had the benefit of
placing a fulltime professional TL in every school. We’d like
to demonstrate that the library learning commons is much
more than just a warehouse; more than just a place to con-
sume information and resources. It is the central place in the
school where knowledge can be created.

We’d like to demonstrate as a group of 30 graduate stu-
dents, the idea that by working collaboratively, professional
TLs can and could create a wide variety of super, virtual,
and engaging learning experiences that can be cotaught by
the classroom teacher and the TL. If we combine efforts; we
can push the possibilities of great instructional designs that

will make a difference in our schools.

| 46 TEACHER LIBRARIAN 43:5

Navigation

California Here
‘We Comel
1- Geography

California Here We Come!

2- Pre-Columbian
Times
3- Explorers

4- Missions and
War

5- Gold Rush and
Statehood

What Do We Alr

What Woulg

Can We M

Our “hook™ page is addressed to the children: What Do
We Already Know About California? What Would We Like
To Find Out? Can We Make Our Own History?

Right out of the chute, we are challenging the children
to create history as well as study it. On the left hand sidebar,
you see the nine major topics of CA history recommended in
the new Frameworks. What you might not notice is that this
entire curriculum is a Google Site; actually, 12 Google Sites
linked together in order to have space enough to include the
resources.

Another major difference is that all the main pages to the
nine topics are created for the kids, rather than the teachers.
Notice on Topic 1: Geography, that each page has three col-
umns. The left column is for resources children can use; the
middle column contains project ideas; and the third column
is for actual work by fourth graders that have been submitted
via a Google Form found at the top of this column.

At the bottom of each page, students and teachers can
submit ideas and comments as well as examples of student
work in order to make this curriculum site participatory

rather than directive.




Resources We Can Use

California State Parks
Choose aimost any state park and you can discover

much of the state’s history, plan a trip, and learn &
great deal. If you can't go thare in person check aut
their websits!

videa’

CaliforniaBeaches.com
A good Source to view the southemn end of the State.

Project Ideas
Yestorday and Today:
Central Callfornia

This video was made to advertise how wonderful San
Jose California was In 1951, Watch it with someone who
Iived st that time.

« What does your guest or Guests think about this
u

= What has changed?

« Has anything remained the same?

Could you make an ad about San Jose or the city ar
town you live in?

Video Link

Search this site

Your Creative Projects

Studants, please submit your projects hare!

Here is a State Float project:
California State Fioat

The resources column on the left
(above) was curated by groups of grad-
uate students looking for connections
to libraries, museums, government
agencies, organizations, non-profits,
and quality resources that 4" graders
could use from the general Internet.

The center column contains proj-
ect “teasers.” Here, the idea is to sug-
gest a tool, a video, a data source, or
some other repository with an intrigu-
ing question designed to hook the in-
terest of the student. Throw the bait
out there and you just might stimulate
a passion, curiosity, and an engaged
learner.

In putting this project together, we
discovered that many young students
are already putting their work and
projects up on YouTube for the world
to admire. Most of them are impres-
sive, like the virtual tour of a California
Mission done in Mindecraft. Perhaps
such project demonstrations can raise
the bar of California students toward
excellence and deep learning. The sub-
mission tool, the Google Form, allows
the owner of the site to be selective

of what will actually get posted rather
than a free for all posting place.

TEACHER PAGES

When a topical page is open, you will

see a subpage, which lists resources

Come!
v 1- Geography

1- Teacher
Resources

2- Pre-
Columbian
Times

for the teacher and the teacher li-
brarian.

The nine resource pages have two
columns: the first, for sample unit and
lesson plans and the second, the full
text of the Californian Social Studies
Framework for that particular topic.

The sample units and lesson plans
have been created by our graduate
students and are high level instruc-
tional designs that are meant to be
cotaught by the classroom teacher and
teacher librarian. This will no doubt
be an eye opener for many classroom
teachers who have never considered
teacher librarians to be anything ex-
cept resource providers and teachers
of databases.

Some of these units/lesson plans
are short; others are longer, more de-
veloped experiences. Some are straight
social studies; others, interdisciplinary;
still others, exhibiting very creative
uses of technology. All have significant
culminating activities that replace the
common serial presentations, turn-
ing passive presentations into much
deeper learning across what individu-
als and groups have been able to create.
After it is all over, students, teachers
and teacher librarians engage in a Big
Think that requires them to reflect on
what they know and how they learned
it, and how they can do better the next

time.

The Geography of Californis >

1- Teacher Resources

- 3 Sy
Tt 7, s it your /lesson plar
eschery, plense submit your deas/lesson plana hare,

Sample Units You Can Use

H STEM Unit: The Effect of Humans on Our Environment

This lesson plan was created by the Education and the Environment
Initiative sbout how we as humans affect our environment.

Download the .pdf lesson plan here.

Saarch this site

From the 2015 Social Studies Framework:
Ehysical and Human Geoaraghic Features that Define California

+ How do climate and geography vary throughout the state? How do these
features affect how people live?

By the fourth grade, students” geographic skills have sdvanced to the point where
they can use maps to identify latitude and longitude, the poles and hemispheres, and
plot locations using coordinates. Students locate Caiifornis an the map and analyze its
location on the western edge of North America, separated from the more densely
settied parts of the American heartiand by mountaing and wide desert regions, and
understand that California, like much of the West, is arid; fresh water is § scarce
commodity. They learn to identify the mountain ranges, majer coastal bays and
natural harbors, and expansive river valleys and deita regions that are a part of the
setting that has sttracted settiement for tens of thousands of years. During their
study of California history, students will use maps, charts, and pictures to describe
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YOU DON'T WANT
THEM RESPONDING
T0 YOUR TEXT.

STOPTEXTS STOP WRECKS.ORG

o
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Finally, at the top of the left col-
umn, is an invitation to teachers to
share lesson plans with others. Again,
it is a way of making the entire cur-
riculum participatory. Like the student
invitation, the sharing is monitored in
order to choose the best of the crop to

add to the collection.

We hope this extensive sample will
stimulate interest across the profession
in more collaborative construction of
cotaught teaching experiences. There
seem to be hundreds of thousands of
sample lesson plans on the Internet,
though few mention the library or
the teacher librarian. Perhaps every
state school library organization could
organize a committee to construct,
collect, and publish common topical
units centered in the idea that the li-
brary learning commons is the place to
build, deliver, and demonstrate what
real and deep learning really looks like
and its impact on great teaching and
learning. It is the place to discover the
best of the best OERs that can bring
a much richer learning environment
compared to the traditional textbook
lecture method.

As for this California website, an-
other group of summer graduate stu-
dents will continue to develop and re-
fine the site, so that it will be in even
better shape for the 2016-17 school
year. We will be adding units that are
examples of each of the six contribu-
tions Teacher Liberians can make to
enhance or provide “light” to a learn-
ing experience. See the LIIITE Model
at: https://sites.google.com/site/learn-

ingpostersgallery/the-liiite-model

This California curriculum website
joins a number of other free models
and templates for use in the creation
of a virtual learning commons. These
have been explained and used in pre-
vious What Works columns by the au-
thor but are reiterated here for conve-
nience.

The Virtual Makerspace usesa Sym-
baloo webmix to present over 50 tools
for K-12 students who want to build,
construct, and create. At: http://www.
symbaloo.com/mix/virtualmakerspace

Templates that can be used to create
a virtual learning commons:

Elementary school: https://sites.
google.com/site/templatevilcelemen-
tary

Middle school: https://sites.google.
com/site/templatevicmiddle

High School: https://sites.google.
com/site/templatevichigh

Knowledge Building Center tem-
plate that can be used to create a co-
taught unit or lesson. At: https://sites.
google.com/site/ knowledgebuilding-
center

The Book2Cloud template that
assists in helping students under-
stand complex texts by dividing it
into chunks, making sense out of the
pieces, and then putting the whole
back together again. At: .https://sites.

google.com/site/book2cloud




