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As part of their course work, Masters of Library Science graduate students at East Carolina University,
Greenville, NC, identified dispositions of exemplary school librarians. These students (n=223) identified
collaboration as the most essential dispositional quality for school librarians. Other dispositions identi-
fied as important were leadership, lifelong learning, compassion and caring, and flexibility. The authors
present useful definitions of dispositions based on the writings of John Dewey, Donald Arnstine, Lillian
Katz, and James Raths, and discuss challenges to understanding the concept.

8 Dispositions of Exemplary School Librarians as Identified by Graduate Students by Laura B. Long and

Digital reference is an essential component of the scholarly conversation. The advantages unique to
digital, demand-driven-acquisition eReference collections, include: vastness, efficiency, comprehen-
siveness, multiple lenses/viewpoints and economical grace. Sandborn posits that Wikipedia is not a
replacement for eReference, rather, Wikipedia is best utilized alongside digital reference works. Looking
to the future, Sanborn notes that the advantages of eReference could be best realized if made available
to everyman, in an anticipatory design form. Research suggests greater access to information leads to
greater efficiency and value of work product, including teaching and learning.

1 Scholarly Conversation About the Future of eReference by Lura Sanborn

Exciting research, brilliant minds, and amazing practitioners surround school librarians. What can be
learned from the research to elevate school library positions in order to ensure deep student learning
while keeping school libraries at the forefront of teaching and learning? How can leadership be modeled
and what should be the focus for best practices? These are the questions addressed by Lewis. d

1 8 The School Librarian and Leadership: What Can Be Learned? by Kathryn Roots Lewis

In 2013, Barbara Ungar, teacher librarian, and Lauren Kolod, technology teacher at Central Elementary School
in Wilmette, IL, began Phase 1 of a three-phase project to build a Learning Commons - an innovative learning
space which is the evolution of the library and computer lab. With the support of their principal, district,
parents and community, Barbara and Lauren embarked on a three-year process of not only changing the
learning environment at the school, but also impacting the way students and staff viewed collaboration.

Library Communication Tools: the Library Newsletter by Chelsea Sims
2 With the goal of educating and advocating for the school library program, Chelsea Sims shares her
successful approach to advocacy in the form of a monthly newsletter, sent digitally to all members of
her school community. Sims delivers various ideas for creating a multimedia, student-learning-focused

newsletter from which administrators and parents can discover powerful evidence of the import role of
the school library in student learning.

2 2 A Collaborative Journey: The Learning Commons by Lauren Kolod and Barbara Ungar

Diverse books and diverse characters matter deeply in the lives of students. Students need to see
themselves represented in books and other resources; they also need to be exposed to other cultures
and ethnic groups in order to better understand the world around them. Haeffner describes how her
district has answered a call to action to identify, purchase, and promote great books that reflect the
diversity students experience in a global society.

3 2 MOSAIC: Multicultural Literature Selection and Promotion by Chris Haeffner




FEATURES

sible Research.”

BOOK & MEDIA REVIEWS

Junior Nonfiction
Sara Catherine Howard

YA Nonfiction
Sara Catherine Howard

YA Fiction
Kathleen

Junior Fiction
Berry Winslow

YA Fiction
Kathleen Odean

5% Junior Fiction
Betty Winslow

\

{12 Professional Reviews
David V. Loertscher

Resources for Teacher Librarians
nd Other Educators

45  Apps and Website Reviews
Annette Lamb
Great Resources for Educators and
Students

Teaching about Plagiarism with a Lyrical Approach by Amber Lovett
Lovett offers a truly unique and high-interest learning plan about the signifi-
cant impact of plagiarism for middle school students, including the real life
consequences. Her seventh grade students practiced paraphrasing skills

by the rewriting lyrics to a Taylor Swift song that emphasized honoring the
artist’s original works. Lovett shares her accompanying website, “Respon-

COLUMNS

Notebook
Deborah Levitov and Christie Kaaland

' What Works
David V. Loertscher and Carol Koechlin
Collection Development and
Collaborative Connection

Development: Or, Curation®

Advocacy
Debra Kachel
School Library Champions

Library Makerspaces
Kristin Fontichiaro
Should You Buy a 3D Printer?

Trending Librarian
Fran Kompar
Raise the Volume

InfoTech
Annette Lamb
Citizen Science Part 1: Place-Based

STEM Projects for School Libraries
/0O Personal Computing

Reid Goldsborough

Protecting Yourself from Ransomware

Our Columnists

Advertiser’s Index

ADVISORYBOARD

Susan Ballard

sdballard@comcast.net

Granite State College/University System of NH,
Concord, NH

Jennifer Boudrye
Jennifer.boudrye@dc.gov

District of Columbia Public Schools,
Washington, DC

Anita Brooks
anitabk@bythebrooks.ca
University of Toronto, Ontario, BC

Michele Farquharson
mfarquhars@vsb.bc.ca
Kerrisdale Elementary, Vancouver, BC

Kristin Fontichiaro
font@umich.edu
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, MI

Lyn Hay

lyn_hay@live.com

Syba Academy, Charles Sturt University,
Canberra, AUS

Tara Jones
Jonesta@bsdgos.0rg
International School, Bellevue WA

Sara Kelly Johns
skjohns@gmail.com
Consultant, Presenter, Saranac Lake, NY

Doug Johnson

dougoozz@gmail.com
Burnsville-Eagan-Savage Public Schools,
Burnsville, MN

Debra Kachel
dkachel6g@comcast.net
Schoollibraryadvocacy.org, Wales, PA

Keith Curry Lance
keithlance@comcast.net
RSL Research Group, Louisville, CO

Marcia Mardis
mmardis@fsu.edu
Florida State University, Tallahassee, FL

Jo Ellen Priest Misakian
Jjmisakian@fresno.edu
Fresno Pacific University, Fresno, CA

Mark Ray
mark.ray.vps@gmail.com
Vancouver Public Schools, Vancouver, WA

Ann Carlson Weeks
acweeks@umd.edu
University of Maryland, MD

Feature articles are blind refereed by
members of the Advisory Board.

Guidelines for authors available online at:
www.teacherlibrarian.com



teacher | librarian

is committed to collaborative partnerships for improved student
learning through thought-provoking and challenging feature
articles, strategies for effective advocacy, regular review columns,
and critical analyses of management and programming issues.

Publisher Edward Kurdyla
Editor Deborah Levitov
Associate Editor Christie Kaaland

COLUMNISTS

Reid Goldsborough, Sara Catherine Howard,
Debra Kachel, Fran Kompar, Annette Lamb,

David Loertscher, Kathleen Odean, Betty Winslow

EDITORIAL OFFICES TEACHER LIBRARIAN
The Journal for School Library Professionals
Box 958

Bowie, MD 20718-0958

Phone: 301-805-2191

Fax: 301-Bo5-2192

E-mail: editor@teacherlibrarian.com

Web site: www.teacherlibrarian.com

ADVERTISING REPRESENTATIVE

The YGS Group,

3650 West Market Street » York, PA 17404
717.505.9701

E-mail: info@theygsgroup.com

DESIGN AND LAYOUT

Enterline Design Services, LLC
www.enterlinedesign.com

PERMISSIONS

Requests to reproduce items beyond a single
copy require permission from the publisher. Send
requests to: publisher@teacherlibrarian.com.

SUBSCRIPTIONS

$60 per year. Bulk rates to one address available.
Subscriptions, Teacher Librarian

Box 958 = Bowie, MD 20718-0958

Phone: 301.805.2191 * Fax: 301.805.2192
Subscription inquiries e-mail:
subscriptions@teacherlibrarian.com

Or subscribe online at: www.teacherlibrarian.com

Teacher Librarian is owned by
E L Kurdyla Publishing LLC.

U.S. POSTMASTER: Teacher Librarian (ISSN 1481-

1782 USPS #9-407) (Publications Mail Registration
Number 40028609) is published bimonthly except
July/August for $60.00 per year by E L Kurdyla
Publishing LLC, Box 958, Bowie, MD 20718-0958.
Periodicals postage paid at Bowie, MD, and at additional
mailing offices.

ADDRESS CORRECTIONS: Send address corrections
(covers only) to Subscriptions, Teacher Librarian,
Box 958, Bowie, MD 20718-0958.

All rights reserved. No part of this journal may be
reproduced without written permission.

Not responsible for unsolicited editorial material.
Copyright © 2016 by E L Kurdyla Publishing, LLC.

NOTEBOOK

Editorial

Deborah Levitov and Christie Kaaland
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n this issue of 7Teacher Librarian

authors Long and Jones share rea-
soning of graduate students for their
choice of five exemplary dispositions
for teacher librarians.

Their list of five includes collaboration, leadership, lifelong learning,
compassion/caring, and flexibility. These authors directly grapple with
dispositions while other authors in this issue indirectly address dispo-
sitions and the importance of calling on them as needed, at the right
time.

Dispositions are not innate, they are learned, cultivated behaviors
which individuals can choose to develop and use. Teacher librarians
are in a unique position within a school community allowing them to
interact with varied groups (e.g., students, teachers, administrators,
parents, community members, and others) at different levels, in differ-
ent ways. To take advantage of this unique positioning requires teacher
librarians to expand various dispositions and use them as necessary,
which often means stretching beyond their comfort zones.

Years ago, as I (Deb Levitov) worked on a Library Power grant in
my district we went through a rather extensive exercise with teacher
librarians involving four characteristics, identifying their naturally
strong tendencies, and then recognizing ways they could concentrate
their efforts and stretch themselves to meet the requirements of the
other three. The purpose was to help them realize they did not have
to be limited to only what emerged as their natural strength. It was
a very empowering exercise which helped participants see how they
could expand and incorporate the other characteristics into interac-
tions within their school community which allowed them to project a

stronger professional image and develop more sophisticated relation-




WHAT WORKS

Collection Development
and Collaborative
Connection
Development:

Or, Curation?

David V. Loertscher and Carol Koechlin

ust prior to the AASL National

Convention in Columbus, Ohio

(November, 2015)! and as a part
of the Year of the Learning Com-
mons,’ Carol Koechlin and I sent out ‘ -
a short questionnaire across North ~ ®
America and received 900 responses
from teacher librarians.

The data gathered from participants provides a valuable
touch point for the progress of Learning Commons and we
are pleased to share the survey data and our analysis. This
column is part 1 of several reports that we will publish in
Teacher Librarian.

For several years, Joyce Valenza has been urging teacher
librarians to adopt the practice of curation or gathering of
digital resources to support students as they encounter proj-
ects and assignments that require exposure to a wide range
of perspectives and ideas. Her current article in School Li-
brary Journal 1s a must read before proceeding through this
column.?

Joyce brings to our attention a new curtain rising on OER
(Open Educational Resources) as a national initiative and the
need for teacher librarians to not only sit at the table but also
sit at the head of the table in curating free resources that ev-
eryone can use in schools whether they have ample budgets
or tiny budgets for instructional resources.

To extend her ideas, we will focus on two questions asked
in our survey. First question:

Collection Development: Curate resources and materi-
als far beyond book collections and databases, to collab-
oratively develop collections that embrace major online
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resources, opportunities, digital collections of museums,
web 2.0 tools. (i.e. Lib of Congress, primary sources).

Not a part of collection development 1 23 4 5 A nor-
mal part of my collection development

The results are displayed in the following histogram that
is worth a few minutes of study and discussion:

Collection development of “owned” resources is in the
DNA of every teacher librarian and has been over many
decades. But when the question asks about extending tra-
ditional collection development toward connection develop-

ment, we can read-

300

ily see that there
has been progress
but much room to
grow the
OER concept. Let
me offer some sug-

toward

gestions that might '
push the idea along.

Collection Development

Suppose we turn the idea around from “It’s my job as a
teacher librarian to develop the collection™ to: “It’s OUR
job as teacher librarians, classroom teachers, and students
to curate the very best educational resources for the topic at
hand.” If you agree with this expanded approach then the
next question is, “How can teacher librarians mentor collab-
orative curation?” Using the various tools Joyce recommends
plus others at our disposal such as Google Docs, Sheets, and
Forms, consider the following example:

Realizing that every fourth grader in California (your
state) studies history, everyone concerned pitches in:

At the building level: The teacher librarian sets up a col-
laborative bibliography where a few starter resources are
listed and then as a part of the learning unit, teachers and
students dive in to learn how to search out and find the best
resources to add to the list. We might end up with:

» Resources from the state library and state department
of education

» Connections to museums and public library digital col-
lections

» Resources from university libraries whether in our state
or elsewhere.

» The best of the Internet including multimedia.




+ Connections to historians.

« Connections to projects done by
elementary school students or home
schoolers

« Connections to resources created
by upper grade students targeted at
fourth graders

* Tools that would help all of us cu-
rate resources, and use them to create
our own artifacts to share out across the
networks.

« Sample success school projects that
have been done across the state.

At the District District
teacher library supervisors could set up

Level:

the sharing mechanism that could be
used across the district schools, so that
ideas stream in from the entire com-
munity including public librarians who
are located in the area. Professional de-
velopment sessions bring building level
folks in contact with others who can
help build the bank of resources on a
variety of topics taught across the dis-
trict. For teacher librarians in multiple
schools, such an effort would produce a
multi-school benefit.

At the regional or state level: Re-
sources could be developed that are
free and available to all students, and
professional development  sessions
could be conducted at state conferences
where groups of conference attendees
could get started on, improve, or to-
tally reinvent resource lists to share
across the area or state.

At the national level: Organiza-
tions, businesses, and the national gov-
ernment could provide free tools and
resources that are shared widely such
as those listed by Joyce.

On every level: Perhaps there
could be crowd sourced projects such
as “The Year of STEM,” The year of
social studies, The year of the fine arts,
etc. Perhaps each teacher librarian,

whether active or retired, might adopt
a topic to keep current over time.

We asked another question in our
survey that casts light on the idea of
OER:

Virtual space: The library learning
commons website turns from a one-
way information space into a participa-
tory community of learners and cre-
ators. Much more than links to OPACs
and databases, it includes student and
teacher contributions to reading, col-
laborative learning experiences, virtual
makerspaces, school culture.

Planning or beginning stage 1 2 3 4
5 Substantial progress

The following histogram shows the

results:
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a0  am

The Virtusl Learning Commons

For whatever reason, teacher librar-
ians have not made significant strides
in replacing their one-way library web-
sites with a more participatory virtual
learning commons. We believe that the
idea of connection development and
the virtual learning commons (VLC)
concept go hand in hand in the con-
struction of learning communities
that compete directly with Google and
Wikipedia. Our motto has always been,
“if you build it, they will ignore it for
the most part. If they build it, they will
use it.” Thus we have created numer-
ous resources and templates to help

jump start the building of a VLC that
provides a participatory environment
where collaborative connection devel-
opment is a natural component.*

In conclusion, we could not agree
more with Joyce Valenza that now is
the time to step out and lead the OER
movement as it develops nationally, but
more importantly, in each school. The
thought of including everyone in the
search for and use of the best of the
best OER materials and making them
ubiquitous, atfordable, and emphasiz-
ing equity and opportunity is an excit-
ing prospect. Let’s do it!

NOTES

1 The survey was used at the Treasure
Mountian Research Retreat at: https://sites,
google.com/site /treasuremtresearchretreat)

2 See the Year of the Learning Commons at:
https://sites.google.com site yearofthelearning-
commons/home

3 Valenza, ]. (2016, Feb. 28). OER and you:
The curation mandate. Neverending search.
Retrieved from http://blogs.slj.com/never-
endingsearch/2016/02/28 /oer-and-you-the-
curation-mandate; or at: http://tinyurl.com/
hadhnjj

4 We have created a number of resources to
support efforts in creating the virtual learning
commons and its contents: Loertscher, David
V. and Carol Koechlin: The Virtual Learning
Commons. Learning Commons Press, 2012,
ISBN 978-1-933170-70-1. In addition, take

a look at our workbooks on the creation of
the learning commons: Loertscher, David V.
and Carol Koechlin: The Elementary School
Learning Commons: A Manual, Learning
Commons Press, 2015, ISBN: 1-933170-79-4;
and, Loertscher, David V. and Carol Koechlin.
The Secondary School Learning Commons: A
Manual. Learning Commons Press, 2016,
ISBN: 1-933170-80-8. (All these books are
available at http://Imecsource.com) Also, check
out the free templates created by San Jose State
University graduate students: Elementary
School https:/ /sites.google.com site/templat-
evicelementary ; Middle School: https://sites.
google.com/site/templatevicmiddle ; and High
Schools: https://sites.google.com site/templat-
evichigh
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