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THE PUPIL INVESTIGATOR MODEL: A DULL DAY IN A FIFTH-GRADE CLASSROOM

Scott L. Hunsaker and Rebecca Haslam-Odoardi, authorities in the field of education for the tal-
ented and gifted, present a unique perspective on inquiry which the Common Core Standards has
brought to the fore. The authors present a scenario which includes close collaboration between

teacher librarians and classroom teachers.

ENGAGING STUDENTS IN THE HERITAGE CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS LEARNING COMMONS
Pippa Davies provides insight into the melding of the virtual and physical learning commons
and the philosophy underlying them. Her experience (and success) is inspiring and offers many
guideposts for others to follow.

EXCITING TIMES -- A TRANSFORMATION OF MEDIA CENTERS, MEDIA SPECIALISTS,
AND LEARNING: A DISTRICT’S PHILOSOPHY

Joanne Sobolik, Elizabeth Russell, Holli Klatt, Debbie Thompson, Kim Jones, and Stephanie
Wieczorek, teacher librarians in the Kettle Moraine School District, offer a district-wide look and
program to turn school media centers into 21" century learning commons. Elementary, middle,
and high schools were included in the planning and execution of a great team/district plan.

MOVING DOWN THE PATH AND HITTING STRIDE: MORE ON THE TRANSITION FROM
TRADITIONAL LIBRARY TO LEARNING COMMONS

Christina A. Bentheim continues her series of articles recounting her yearlong effort to transform
her middle school library into a vibrant learning commeons. This installment also offer some
great ideas for activities, collaberatior, and curriculum. T

THE BADGE OF EXCELLENCE: WHAT ARE THE CHARACTERISTICS OF WINNERS?

TL coeditors Elizabeth “Betty” Marcoux and David V. Loertscher address some of the aspects of
excellent programs through a look at some schools named exemplary by the Partnership for the
21st Skills. They also present some from a teacher librarian whose students have excelled in the

prestigious Intel science competition.

CURATION OF DIGITIZED ARTIFACTS IN THE STUDY OF HISTORICAL FICTION

Ewa McGrail and Kevin Powell note the virtually endless amount and types of information avail-
able today, including such digital artifacts as texts, photographs, and video clips of tools and
objets d'art of the past. Citing the need for curation, the authors offer high-quality websites with
digitized artifacts online; recommend social bookmarking sites that can be used to curate online
collections of artifacts; and recommend projects that can encourage authentic research and think-
ing about artifacts and connect their students to the historical fiction and nonfiction they read.
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NOTEBOOK

Excellence

David V. Loertscher and Elizabeth “Betty” Marcoux
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his issue highlights many great

educational opportunities for students

today and illustrates how teacher
librarians can make a difference in the quality
of students’ learning experiences.

This issue isn't about having a large budget or a large infrastructure—it is
about what can be done in your particular situation. There are illustrations to
help you decide what might work, as well as suggestions for how to improve
education for students.

We hope you will take the time to read about the various award win-
ners discussed in these articles and consider what part of their programs you
might want to incorporate into yours. We show you how to start small and
start friendly and include examples of what might happen if you do. We dis-
cuss individual school progress and exemplary programs, as well as district
programs. We take you through all of the grades in schools today and even
have examples of how things might look in both private and public educa-
tion. These professionals are just like all of us—they work hard at what they
do, and some even get recognized for that hard work. Many of us don't, but
we still work hard.

Hunsaker and Haslam-Odoardi present us with an inquiry model that they
use in their work with gifted and talented students. It is a model that works
well with all students and the Common Core. The scenario they present in-
volves concerted collaboration between the classroom and the school library.

Davies takes the concepts of the virtual learning commons and the physical
learning commons and meshes them together into one philosophical under-
standing. She shows us how to do this by sharing her successful experiences.

Bentheim has a well-illustrated article that is the next in her series of
articles about her yearlong effort to transform her traditional library setting
into a learning commons setting. She offers ideas about encouraging collabo-
ration, participating in activities, and examining the curriculum in general.

Six teacher librarians from the Kettle Moraine School District in Wisconsin

describe their district-wide effort to transform traditional school libraries/




The Badge of
Excellence

What Are the Characteristics of Winners?

ELIZABETH “BETTY” MARCOUX AND DAVID V. LOERTSCHER
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n a regular basis, lists of exemplary
schools, teachers, and students cross our
morning survey of what’s happening.

Various organizations, groups, states, and even school districts are striving for excellence
based on some criteria they are promoting. We often wonder if the library learning com-
mons is part of excellence beyond what we ourselves recognize in our profession. So, as
editors, we have often put out calls asking our own community if they even know that
their school, teachers, or students are being recognized and what, if any, impact they have
had on “pushing toward excellence.” Sadly, we often get little or no response to such
queries, and that leaves us puzzled: Do teacher librarians take note of and support local
progress toward excellence? In our attendance at conferences other than library confer-
ences, we often ask amazing speakers if they have the support from their school libraries
and teacher librarians. We are amazed at the low level of recognition. So while that is a
negative, we continue to search for and recognize teacher librarians who are at the center
of teaching and learning in their schools and communities.

Recently, the Partnership for 21st Century Skills (http://www.p21.org ) published a list
of schools they considered exemplary.These schools were identified by their use of twenty-
first-century educational practices and were able to demonstrate them. These schools pro-
vide educators and communities with a variety of models to replicate and offer policymak-
ers and P21 State Partners local examples to encourage their support.

Many of these teacher librarians are pioneers, pushing for more and better engagement
with learning in their schools. They find that much of the community is often quite traditional
in thoughts about the school library and spend much time working toward a more updated
concept of what a quality school library program can offer. From the transformation of a
school library program or facility to their roles, they work on making what they and the pro-
gram do relevant and meaningful to all learners. Yes, they find their work exhausting but also
exhilarating, as it is so engaging and positively impacts the students. There is passion here.

We wondered what the teacher librarian’s and school library program’s contributions
are in these schools. We also wondered if other schools should be on this list. So we asked
the following questions and recommended that every teacher librarian ask the same of
themselves:
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1. Please describe the reason you be-
lieve your school was selected as a twenty-
first-century exemplar program.

2. Were you involved in this work in
any way?

3. What have you done to promote and
support this recognition?

4. What would you consider your most
significant contribution to teaching and
learning in your school?

5. How has the rise of technology af-
fecred what you contribute to teaching and
learning?

6. How would you like to see technol-
ogy improve in your library?

7. Have you considered transform-
ing your library into a learning com-
mons?

8. Is there anything else you wish to tell
us about your school library and school?

Before we begin with their comments,
let's review a couple of things. We were
quite hopeful about receiving responses to
the initial query from teacher librarians at
these schools. However, in the end, many
didn’t respond for a variety of reasons. In
our opinion, the questions reflect many is-
sues that suggest a kind of leadership to-
tally possible in our profession. Some of
the respondents are highly qualified, rang-
ing from working concertedly in technol-
ogy and training to having lots of back-

ground as well as current connections to




the field and what is happening today. All
respondents appear to be active, engaged
professionals who have a passion for what
they do. Many are risk takers, exploring
what will work not only in their schools
but in the profession as well. We would
also state that we personally know of many
teacher librarians in schools that didn’t re-
ceive this recognition. They are stellar pro-
fessionals, recognized within the field but
in need of recognition as an integral part
of their schools.

The teacher librarians that responded
saw their schools as committed to learning
and exploring how to do this most effec-
tively. For instance, Teresa Pfeifer stated,
“Qur school is deeply committed to the idea
that your zip code doesn't determine your
capacity for achievement.” The schools they
work at often embrace many different initia-
tives, from STEM to STEAM. Barry Hanra-
han commented, “The library is the heart of
the school, and my work in all subject areas
reflects that vision.” They saw their teachers
as fellow educators involved in the learn-
ing and teaching of each student. Stephanie
Griffith noted, “By working together, we are
a stronger faculty.” While some were more
financially connected than others, they all
believed in implementing strong learning
programs for all kids, regardless of socio-
economic background.

The libraries in most of these schools are
largely a part of why the distinguishing of
the school for exemplary status was given.
Griffith related, “We are trying to prepare
our students for jobs that don't even exist
right now.” The fact that she saw the school
library as part of the “we" is significant.
Teacher librarians have direct and support
roles in their schools, often being the cen-
ter of much work. Supportive and engaged,
as well as encouraging, administrators are
often mentioned as vital to their work and
connection to the schools. Pfeiffer stated,
“We have a dynamic, inspiring principal.”
From QUEST (Question, Understand, Evi-
dence, Synthesis, Tell) to CREW (a small
group of students that meet daily for edu-
cational and social support), they work to
involve themselves with the school’s ob-
jectives. CREW, in Pfeiffer's own words, is
*a family within the school.” In promoting

INTEL SCIENCE COMPETITORS AND THE LIBRARY

Is the library learning commons touching the lives of students who are competing in
national contests of any sort? We put a question out on AASL forum about the Intel
Science Competition and received a prompt reply back from Lauri J.Vaughan, Upper
School Campus Librarian, The Harker School, in San Jose, California. Here is her reply:

Harker had 10 Intel winners this year and 1 semi-finalist. We do not work directly
with these kids in their specific research, but we do work indirectly with them.

Why we don’t work directly:

In my opinion, we don't work with these kids directly because of the nature of their
research. They are generally in labs, designing experiments and collecting original data.
Consequently, the kind of research they are doing is less connected with digging into
commentary and analysis about the field they are investigating than crunching results
of experiments. At Harker, the most of these students are enrolled in a research class,
designed specifically for the Intel and Siemens award competitions and taught by a
science teacher. Because the nature of citation in the sciences is so varied (seems like
every discipline and sub-discipline has its own citation style), we rarely help with that
aspect either.

How we are indirectly involved:

It would be impossible to attend three years at Harker (or more if a student is en-
rolled from K or 6) and not enjoy participation in several classes that provide support
for research in fine arts, history, and literature classes as well as a science. The levels
of librarian involvement varies significantly from teacher to teacher, as well as depart-
ment to department, but we are embedded enough that we touch every student often
(regarding a plethora of info lit skills) during the three years of study before they would
embark upon this kind of research.

Many of the students who submit research projects have also submitted short articles
to The Triple Helix, an online magazine of science research pursued by undergraduates.
Harker enjoys the only high school chapter of The Triple Helix, and I am embedded in
this project. Every year, I direct kids to sources, training them to use Vancouver style
citation and edit peer writing.

I doubt that most of the students who participate in the Intel competition or other
national research would feel their work has not been supported by the information
literacy skills they've learned along the way. Certainly, the science department is aware
and grateful for this indirect support. Our department chair, Anita Chetty, frequently
offers us her thanks both publicly and privately.

the recognition of their school, many have
taken to various technology links to fur-
ther this recognition. Griffith asserted, “We
are trying to stay current and up to date
on technological changes.” The teacher li-
brarians felt they were a part of this recog-
nition and shared the award information
with many in a variety of ways.

Many respondents felt that their most
significant contribution to teaching and
learning was designing a place and pro-
gram that both welcomed and challenged
kids and teachers. Pfeiffer saw her library
as a “safe” space to use before, during, and
after school. She uses the concept of a gal-

lery walk for students to formulate ideas.
Hanrahan uses his library as a summer
reading center for the whole school. There
is no reading summer slump here! Between
teaching students to be more effective re-
searchers and designing anticyberbullying
workshops for parents and students, they
want all to know they care and are accessi-
ble. Collaboration between the library and
the classroom is essential for these teacher
librarians—and they see themselves as a vi-
tal part of the curriculum and learning pro-
cess. Yes, they all teach both in the class-
room and in the library; yes, they assess;
yes, they plan with the classroom teacher;
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PICTURE BOOKS
ALL ABOARD!

Cooper, Elisha. Train. Orchard Books,
2013. 40 p. $17.99. 9780545384957.
Grades PreK-2. Several types of trains

-- from commuter trains to freight trains
to high speed trains -- are shown in their
daily work. The delicate watercolor
details for which this author-illustrator

is famous includes loads of passengers,
freight, and scenery all surrounding the
trains in their various locals.

Crews, Donald. Freight Train. Harper
Collins, 1996. 24p. Board book. $7.99.
9780688149000. Preschool. This Caldecott
Honor book from 1979 is still in print as

a board book and has an accompanying
sliding board book, Inside Freight Train.
Intense graphics help teach basic color
names and expanded railroad car names.
The train travels across different terrain
and is pleasing to children.

Eaton, Jason Carter. How to Train a Train.
Mlus. John Rocco. Candlewick Press, 2013.
48p. $16.99. 978-0763663070. Grades
PreK-2. Here is a guide to having a large
locomotive as a pet. Fishing with your
train, feeding your train, and teaching your
train tricks are a few of the areas covered.
Stylized trains of all shapes from the 20th
Century are included in this attractive title.

Rinker, Sherri Duskey. Steam Train,
Dream Train. Illus. Tom Lichtenheld.

40 p. Chronicle Books, 2013. $16.99.
9781452109206. Grades PreK-1. Friendly,
cheerful animals are the crew on this
nightly journey. They load a freight full
of childhood delights: ice cream, paints,
balls, and race cars. Then everyone hops
on board to travel through beautiful blue
night skies, clouds of smoke, and gentle
curves. Sweet dreams!
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yes, they share their knowledge of the
digital environment, etc. Above everything
else, they insist on quality of information
and practice, for themselves and others.
As Hanrahan noted, “The library is a flex-
ible, creative space that is responsive to all
members of the learning community.” He
serves on the school's staff development
leadership team and uses QUEST to create
a quality research framework for interdis-
ciplinary assignments.

Technology is a challenge for many. All
respondents would love to see it grow and be
used even more effectively in their schools.
Specifically, they would like to explore the
concepts of technology and learning when
it comes to a 3-D printer. Griffith believed
that her school was selected as an exemplar
program “because of our commitment to
technology.” Hanrahan saw as an improve-
ment being “able to display individually
and in large groups . . . as well as having
access to powering their own electronic de-
vice any time.” From not having a technol-
ogy professional in the building to knowing
that the impact of technology in the school
is huge, to keeping pace with the changes
it brings, all of these teacher librarians find
this a time consuming yet fascinating daily
challenge. Pfeiffer stated, “I model and
suggest web 2.0 tools that [teachers] can
use in their classes and student can use to
demonstrate their learning.” These teacher
librarians recognize the ability technology
brings to collaboration. Students can create,
share, read, and explore with technologies
only recently available to them, but above
all, the students are learning. The quality of
exploratory learning is worked on concert-
edly by these teacher librarians, and they
see technology as keeping them engaged
and fresh to new ideas as well. All of them
would like technology to increase student
learning, but they all focus on the use of a
tool called technology for learning. Many
are frustrated with the slow pace a school
often takes when involved with technol-
ogy, but they persevere. The concept of be-
ing able to use the library outside its walls
is both a challenge and intriguing to these
teacher librarians.

Physical limitations and concerns about
philosophy often impede the teacher librar-

ian when considering the concepts of the
physical learning commons. Yet many are
involved in facilitating much of the virtual
learning commons philosophy. Makerspaces
are evolving in these libraries; teacher li-
brarians are exploring how to best use these
concepts. Griffith believed that her move
toward a learning commons may begin
with her makerspace. With the arrival of
new technologies in this area, it may make
the concept even more appealing to both
teacher librarians and schools, but for now
some of the schools still have rigid schedul-
ing and cross-professional use of the teacher
librarian in other capacities unrelated to
school library work. The interest in before-
and afterschool times is growing, and there
is outreach to bring the community into the
school library even more. These teacher li-
brarians look at various ideas and consider
the blend of collaboration and learning that
each brings to the library world.

Our hope is that these respondents in-
spire others to look at their programs and
see how they can grow. Take a look at the
questions asked of these award winners
and see how you and your program can
grow.

Those quoted in this article offer the
following background information:

Stephanie Griffith is a fourth-year middle
school teacher librarian. Before coming to
Highlands Middle School, she was a teacher
and secondary librarian at various other
schools. She can be contacted at stephanie.
griffith@ fortthomas.kyschools.us.

Barry Hanrahan worked as a social stud-
ies teacher after receiving his first BA and
MA. He received his library endorsement
and a second MA (in library information
science) and then became a school librar-
ian. He has been at Wheeling High School
as its teacher librarian for over three years.
He can be contacted at barry.hanrahan@
d214.org.

Teresa (Tess) Pfeifer has both an MFA
in poetry and an MLIS. She has been at
Springfield Renaissance School for sev-
eral years after serving as an elementary
teacher librarian. She noted that her school
differs from many due to the library being
shared by another school. She can be con-
tacted at Pfeifert@sps.springfield.ma.us.






