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ACHIEVING ACADEMIC STANDARDS THROUGH THE SCHOOL LIBRARY PROGRAM:
ADMINISTRATOR PERCEPTIONS AND STUDENT TEST SCORES

Keith Curry Lance and Debra Kachel report some of the findings in Phase 2 of the recent
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CREATING CULTURALLY RELEVANT COLLECTIONS TO SUPPORT THE COMMON CORE:
1 4 A FREAMEWORK FOR TEACHER LIBRARIANS

Carol Doll and Kasey Garrison provide a framework for librarians to select and evaluate

ut cultures different from their own

Ann Nolan Clark

ences and knowledge.

guic principles auth tegrated into any book

young readers, Doll and Garrison’s article could (and should) be used by all teacher librarians.

A MODEL FOR 21ST-CENTURY LEARNING (AND A LIBRARIAN AND TECHNOLOGY

1 9 DESIGN THINKING BY ACCIDENT AND DESIGN: HOW ONE SCHOOL DEVELOPED
TEACHER LED THE WAY

ccidental) journey into the

ign thi 21st Century.”

nodel and the utilization of

CHOICES, CHANCES, & CHANGES
Shannon binson discusses the tr n of her school media center into a vibrant

learnin mmons for arning. The transformation is physical, virtual, and

philosopt

NEW WORLD MAN
lan McEwen, our semi-regular humourist/satirist, provides a timely and insightful look at the

contemporary teacher librarian.

ANOTHER “C” FOR LEARNING
3 8 Deborah Owen posits that a fifth “C" — connections — should be added to the four Cs in

Framework for 21st-Century Learning. Connections can help us look at the bigger picture

1ical, and another good model to study.

not unlike Daniel Pink’s concept of symphony. Owen offers approaches to teaching this skill
through modeling, visualizing, storytelling, technology, and reflection. A thought provoking and

illuminating article.
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NOTEBOOK

Summer Reading

David V. Loertscher and Elizabeth “Betty” Marcoux
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ummer is here (or almost). Most of us

know this isn’t a “break” for us; instead,

we view it as a chance to restart our
engines, hone our skills, and look toward the
coming school year with enthusiasm and new
knowledge that will help us do our work even
better!

The June issue of Teacher Librarian is perfect for summer reading, offering
some great advice you can use next year, and some interesting ideas to think
about and investigate over the next couple of months. Take this publication
with you places, and spend time reading as well as thinking about how you
can use much of the information with your program. Don’t forget, you can
get the full issue (and back issues) in the digital edition using yvour mobile and
not-so-mobile devices.

One famous and respected researcher has collaborated with another ex-
pert in our field to present findings from research they conducted recently
in Pennsylvania. Keith Lance and Deb Kachel discuss the relationship be-
tween school administrators’ views of school library programs and student
test scores. While there is a lot of interesting information in the findings,
the bottom line reinforces the significant effects of school libraries on stu-
dent achievement. It is interesting to read this alongside Donna Shannon's
“Perceptions of School Library Programs and School Libraries: Perspectives of
Supportive School Administrators” in the February 2012 issue of TL.

Carol Doll and Kasey Garrison discuss how to select and evaluate literature
from cultures other than your own. They provide reference to the five guiding
principles that Ann Nolan Clark stresses as important when looking to any
literature, and how these five principles help us guide young readers toward
worthy literature.

Susan Faust and Jenny Howland provide us with an understanding of their
journey toward design thinking and collaboration with other professionals in
their school. They offer great models and concepts about design thinking
that will work in many situations.

Shannon Robinson takes us on a journey of how she transformed her
school library into a learning commons for the 21st Century. While the
physical transformation has been extraordinary, equally impressive are the

creation of a virtual learning commons and the adoption of a new philosophy.
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David V. Loertscher & Elizabeth “Betty” Marcoux

I
Adams, Helen R. Protecting Intellectual Freedom and Privacy in

Your School Library. Libraries Unlimited, 2013. 263p. $55 Trade
pb. 978-1-61069-138-3.

There is no question that the author of this book is a guru in the
fieid of intellectual freedom as it applies to school libraries. Per-
haps the two most important chapters of this book (part of the
School Library Media Topics series) are the last two, for they cover
the topics of advocacy and the future of this topic. Confidentiality
of the student is examined, but with digital access some of this be-
comes even more imperative. Clearly there are lots of thought-pro-
voking considerations in this book and they are handled well with
the various examples and exercises given. However, electronic IF
is an important part of intellectual freedom and will become even
more important as time goes on. This book will benefit from exam-
ining this issue more, and also adding it to the concerns most often
violated by a casual information user. As law and issues change
a history of IF and where it is going is very much needed. While
there has been much updating of terms in this volume from the
original use of the information in various columns in prefessional
journals, the topic of legal electronic information needs and uses
need to be emphasized much more.

Copeland, Brenda, and Patricia Messner. Scheol Library Story-
time: Just the Basics (Just the Basics). Libraries Unlimited, 2013.
195p. $30 Trade pb. 978-1-61069-202-1.

The title says it all. This is a good resource for beginners at story-
time (and can be a refresher for the more seasoned). While it con-
tains basic information about HOW to do sterytimes, the WHY do
storytime is often masked by the techniques it offers. A rationale
for why one chooses to do this instead of another reading activ-
ity needs expanding. There are many lessons tied to events that
happen throughout the school year, but caution must be taken to
be sure what is being heratded throughout the year is something
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that is school-associated. Storytimes involving the lessons of the
classroom should be more emphasized, and thus help create a more
collaborative and connected opportunity.

Hysell, Shannon Graff. American Reference Books Annual: 2013
Edition, Volume 44. Libraries Unlimited, 2013. 628p. $149. 978-
1-61069-367-7.

Another year of great ideas for collection development. While
this tome covers both publications done in 2012 as well as 2013,
reviews about its content are written by professionals that will
use these works for their clients. A resource for collection devel-
opment, it has four main parts: General Works, Social Sciences,
Humanities, Science & Technology. This review source isn’t only
for positive comments, there are any number of not-so-positive
comments made that give one pause to consider whether the posi-
tive attributes cutweigh the negative. Expensive, and worthy of a
district library collection, not in singular schools. More can be said
about how technology is impacting reading and reference in the
introduction. Well indexed.

Hysell, Shannon Graff, ed. Recommended Reference Books for
Small and Medium-Sized Libraries and Media Centers. Libraries
Unlimited, 2013. 309p. $75. 978-1-61069-368-4.

Well done, if this is still a needed item. With the onslaught of
digital technology, there is more and more information available
electronicatly. While this set of titles and reviews will assist in
evaluating and selecting information regarding a database, cau-
tion must be called for when looking at much of it from a de-
velopmentally appropriate perspective. This tome provides good
guidance if needed, but is potentially outdated the moment it is
published. The categories are well laid out. One might wish for
more indices; perhaps one that shows the contributors’ contribu-
tions, and one would wish that the indices in print would be to-
tally accurate. Perhaps a library district with funds to purchase this
tome will share its value with others.

Johnson, Doug. The Indispensable Librarian: Surviving and
Thriving in School Libraries in the Information Age, Second
Edition. Libraries UnlimitedfLinworth, 2013. 208 p, $40. 978-1-
61069-239-7.

There isn't a more relevant book out on what is happening and can
be happening in school libraries today. An update to Johnson's
1997 edition, this second edition embraces technology and clearly
states that transformation isn’t an option for school library pro-
grams today. It has practical strategies and solutions for many
concerns teacher librarians have today in their programs, and it
stealthily encourages teacher librarian professionals to not only
be on the “bandwagon” of change, but aiso to lead it. Johnson
explores a range of school library issues, from planning success,
embracing and influencing curriculum, to sheer survival of the




program. Not to be missed. Highly recom-
mended.

technology with students today. Give this
a try.

Orr, Cynthia, and Diana Tixier Herald, eds.
Genreflecting: A Guide to Popular Read-
ing Interests, 7th ed. {(Genreflecting Advi-
sory). Libraries Unlimited, 2013. 622p. $75.
978-1-59884-840-3. $65 Trade ph. 978-1-
59884-841-0.

In both paper and hard copy, this guide
is for readers’ advisory work. The seventh
edition expands on what has been done in
previous editions, staying abreast of cur-
rent culture and popularity of subjects.
With Common Core requirements regard-
ing non fiction, one wishes this section was
more expansive, Also, with the expand-
ing e-book audience, digital connections
to much of the information in this guide
would be helpful. The indices, as always,
are quite helpful. Use of this for collection
development as well as readers’ advisory is
recommended, but look at how to digitally
collect much of what is referenced in this
guide.

Peters, Thomas, and Lori Bell. The Hand-
held Library: Mobile Technology and the
Librarian. Libraries Unlimited, 2013, 220p.
$65 Trade pb. 978- [-61069-300-4.

If you need help with mobile technology
and effective uses for it, this is a great place
to read all about it! There is rationale for
why technology, as well as reviews of types
of technology, as well as infermation about
what is in use today. However, there needs
to be more information about the “future”
of technology in a school library incorpo-
rated into its findings and predictions. If
you don’t understand certain technologies,
this read is one that will help you with
better understandings, including potential
uses and technical prowess of the tool
Hopefully, there isn’t a librarian out there
that hasn't thought about or used different
types of technologies explored in this book,
but the ideas and information it contains
are quite useful, either as an exploration
of what can happen with technology in the
school or for reinforcement about why use

Poe, Elizabeth A. From Children's Litera-
ture to Readers Theatre. ALA, 2013, 208p.
$45 Trade ph. 978-0-8389-1049-8,

Reader's theatre has been around a long
time and it is still a great idea, particu-
larly in Common Core learning experi-
ences where complex texts are being stud-
ied. This author presents her method of
creating a reader’s theatre from a literary
piece, gives examples that can be used
with children and teens, provides a chap-
ter on how to prepare children to present a
theatre, and provides a bibliography of one
hundred books that would be good candi-
dates. Our point is that since the Common
Core stresses reading, writing, speaking,
and listening; reader’s theatre fits the bill
perfectly if the children and teens are writ-
ing the scripts, not just reading one that
someone else wrote. They can write from
fictional works and informational books.
They can take a complex text and translate
it into a reader’s theatre. They can make
a video of their performance for use by
other children and teens. When you have
to write a script, you have to know and
understand the original; creatively trans-
form the work; and perform. Don't pub-
lish your performances or scripts on the
web without permission if the work is still
under copyright., But for local use, study,
transformations, get to it!

Polette, Nancy. Gateway to Reading: 250+
Author Games and Booktalks to Motivate
Middle Readers. Libraries Unlimited, 2013.
259p. $45. Trade pb. 978-1-61069-423-0.

This is a fun read, and has some very help-
ful tips. As a retired teacher and now a sub,
there are elements of interest in this book
for use with particularly wiggly/antsy mid-
dle school kids. It is set up to involve sig-
nificant authors of YA materials with un-
derstanding about where they came from
and why they do what they do. However,
it would be stronger if more emphasis was
given to connecting with the school library
in terms of reading materials and not as-

suming this is an element. One wishes for
more direction about how to involve the
educator in the process of learning, as well
as how to access digitally the authors of
the titles from the library or from careful
research about the author. Worth spending
time with to gather thoughts about tech-
niques and authors that may engage mid-
dle school age students in reading,

Sampson, Victor, and Sharon Schleigh.
Scientific Argumentation in Biology: 30
Classroom Activities. NSTA, 2013. 417p.
$39.95 Trade pb. 978-1-936137-27-5.

This book is a gem and is valuable far be-
yond what the authors may have intended.
Building and defending arguments is one
of the central themes of Common Core
in language arts and in other disciplines.
These authors have created an excellent
model that both teachers and students can
use, not only in Biology, but in a lot of
different disciplines. If [ were a teacher li-
brarian, [ would convince a biclogy teacher
to have lunch with me; show the model
and perhaps one example; and, then get
that teacher’s opinion about the topic of
argumentation and how it can be applied
in a learning experience. Testing it collab-
oratively would be the next step and then,
perhaps a demonstration before the faculty
would be in order to show the model and
solicit ideas for how the model might be
used in other disciplines. We have not seen
a better and more understandable strategy,
50 recommend this one as required read-
ing. You can alse find an article by this
and Blanchard,
“Science Teachers and Scien-

team at: Sampson, V.,
M. {2012).
tific Argumentation: Trends in Views and
Practice.” Journal of Research in Science
Teaching.

Schall, Lucy, Teen Talkback with Interac-
tive Booktalks! Libraries Unlimited, 2013.
305p. $45. Trade pb. 978-1-61069-289-2.

Nicely put together, this book offers sug-
gestions for a variety of booktalks that
can be used to discuss various teen issues.
While aimed at the teen audience, there is
information in this book to suggest that it
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isn't just for teens. Preteen issues are espe-
cially well represented. From historical is-
sues to contemporary concerns, from heri-
tage to conflict and multicultural concerns,
this book offers many excellent ideas.
Well-organized with interesting comments
on the issues of each book, it also tells in-
formation about where to find more infor-
mation regarding the author, a review, or
a book trailer. Know the subject well and
its tangential issues! For public and school
programs. Now if only book interaction

were so simple with teens. . ..

Snow, Sharon, and Yvonne Reed. Teens
Have Style: Fashion Programs for Young
Adults at the Library. Libraries Unlimited,
2013, 160p. $40 Trade pb. 978-1-59884-
892-2.

First of all, this topic isn't just for girls.
Guys often connect well with style, and
should be totally included in this kind of
tome. The history of style isn't well de-
veloped in this book either, leaving the
teen to mainly concentrate on their pres-
ent, and not look at the cyclical nature
of fashion as an element of history. Lots
of programming, both passive and active,
abound here, but delve into the why these
and not others. The concept of the collabo-
ration between a school librarian and the
art curriculum has potential in terms of a
curriculum item, but needs to be connected
in more ways than just art. Is such a nar-
row topic needed? I think connecting it to
the digital world would improve its con-
cept and delivery. Connecting it to various
media that focus significantly on fashion
would help it be even more relevant.

Judith. Conducting Action Re-
search to Evaluate Your School Library.
Libraries Unlimited, 2013. 118p. $40. Trade
pb. 978-1-61069-077-5.

Sykes,

In a time when teacher librarians and the
library staffing is often under the axe, this
book offers some ideas for how to make
the strong argument that the library pro-
gram matters to student achievement. It
causes one to reflect on their practice and
their work, and offers suggestions for how

to measure and calculate impact on learn-
ing. Well-researched and well-cited, the
teacher librarian is offered opportunity to
show the impact of the important work
they do. Experts in the field are tapped for
reinforcement of many concepts in this
book. Now the question is who is listen-
ing? Recommended.

Thomsett-Scott, Beth C., ed.,
ing Virtual Reference Services: A LITA
Guide. ALA, 2013. 168 p. $70 Trade
pb. 978-1-55570-899-3.

Implement-

We have one question: Where are your
teacher and students getting virtual ref-
erence services 24/7/365 over and above
what they think Google does for them? The
public library? A consortium? The state li-
brary? A national source? If the answer
is not known or is under discussion, this
book provides a number of ideas written
We also ad-
vocate that teacher librarians use Google

by different authors to help.

Sites, or some other web or wiki tool where
classroom teachers and teacher librarians
are in the same virtual room with learn-
ers and everyone in that room shares and
helps everyone else. And, of course, you
are there as the resident information and
technology advisor. The closer virtual ref-
erence is to the actual student or teacher
and integrated into a real learning experi-
ence, the more effective it will be.






