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FEATURES

THE POWER OF (IN) THE (IM)POSSIBLE: PRINCIPLES OF THE POSSIBLE
Dr. Ross ]. Todd offers his perceptions and analyses of the ongoing development of school librar-

ies within the context of a possible-impossible dichotomy which he sees essentially as a construc-
tion of the imagination, a limited one at that, reinforced by complex contextual dynamics. Ross’s
research and thinking place him at the forefront of our field.

REDEFINING TECHNOLOGY IN LIBRARIES AND SCHOOLS: AASL BEST APPS, BEST
WEBSITES, AND THE SAMR MODEL

Melissa Jacobs-Israel and Heather Moorefield-Lang note that students can have varying levels of
engagement with technology in the classroom. At what level is technology being used to enhance
student learning, and at what level is it being used to truly transform education? The authors

for this article introduce the American Association of School Librarians new Best Apps and Best
Websites list, created each year with free educational resources. The Substitution Augmentation
Modification Redefinition (SAMR) Model is discussed along with how sites and apps from AASL's
Best Lists can be integrated with the levels of this model

WHY ARE RESILIENT CHILDREN IMPORTANT?
Carol Doll explains that research has identified six factors that can help at-risk children succeed: (1)

knowing they can succeed academically, (2) self-directed learning goals, (3) behavioral self-control,
(4) a positive relationship with an adult, (5) strong peer relationships, and (6) positive connections
between home and school. Based on the body of research about resilient children, this article shows
school librarians how to use this information to help all children succeed in school.

INFOHIO: FILLING THE GAP BY CONNECTING COMMON CORE STATE STANDARDS
AND THE SCHOOL LIBRARY

Jennifer Schwelik, Gayle Geitgey, and Melissa Higgs-Horwell present a fascinating look at the
tools and programs developed by INFOhio to assist teachers, students, and librarians deal with
the implementation of the Common Core State Standards and additional Ohio standards for
the purpose of improving student learning and performance. There is much to learn from the
impressive work of INFOhio, including their IMatrix system and the Ohio PreK-12 Digital Library.

Their work is important and inspiring.

CONTINUING THE TRANSITION WORK FROM TRADITIONAL LIBRARY TO LEARNING
2 9 COMMONS

Christina A. Bentheim, in the second of a series of articles, continues her reporting on the transi-
tion of her traditional middle school library into a learning commons for the 21* century. This

installment covers the opening and first quarter of the 2013-2014 school year.

EARTH PALS
Matthew Winner and Sherry Gick teamed up across the miles to have third grade classes in Mary-

land and Indiana work collaboratively on projects designed to address environmental problems.
This student-centered and student-driven project is an example of meaningful 21* century teach-
ing and learning.

TECH SHERPAS: STUDENT PERSPECTIVE ON LEARNING THROUGH TEACHING
Austin Taylor and Jess Cloutier, two members of the Tech Sherpas from Maine Regional School Unit

#19, discuss the origin and goals of the group and, more importantly, provide a student view of
learning and teaching. We can all learn from this.
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Enthusiasm,
Excitement, and
Inspiration

David V. Loertscher and Elizabeth “Betty” Marcoux
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™Vhe tide of concerns about shrinking
library staffing and budgets seems to be
turning.

Budgets aren't necessarily better in many places but the profession seems to
be moving toward a more positive point of view by emphasizing its impact,
even with constrained resources. This seemed palpable at the recent Ameri-
can Association of School Librarians (AASL) conference held in Hartford,
Connecticut, which had a very positive and inspiring tone. While profession-
als still worry about staffing and budget, many have worked hard to turn this
dilemma into a learning experience. Such topics as “Whether to Dewey or not
to Dewey” were discussed passionately but amicably. LM-Net seems increas-
ingly amiable and interesting. AASL-forum is working to become a forum for
serious inquiry about practice and learning.

Another notable characteristic of the conference in Hartford was what we
think was a great mixture of young and old, experienced teacher librarians
and newcomers to the field. We benefit so much from both and from their
interactions. Welcome new professionals - you have much to learn from the
sages in our profession but you bring new ideas and interests to our field.
Welcome new ideas! They are challenging some of our tried and true (and
not-so-true) practices in innovative and creative ways.

In this issue there are many articles to challenge you as you seek to im-
prove and enrich your programs. Dr. Ross Todd, an internationally known
scholar and researcher in our field, writes about his perceptions that lead to
his analyses of school libraries within the context of imagination and other
dynamics. His article is complimented by articles that frame how to best
serve children in our programs while making them even more resilient (Doll);
how to make sure that technology is well used in our schools (Jacobs-Israel/
Moorefield-Lang): and a fascinating program for addressing the Common
Cores Standards and understanding not only their purpose but also their chal-
lenges (INFOhio).

Bentheim continues her series about how she is converting her traditional
school library into a learning commons which embraces 2 1st-century skills.
Winner (a recent Brain Trust author) and Glick team up long distance to




Budgets aren’t necessarily better in many

places but the profession seems to be moving

toward a more positive point of view by em-

phasizing its impact, even with constrained

resources.

collaboratively work on projects with their
3rd grade students that specifically address
environmental concerns but generally
teach research, collaboration, planning,
technology, and much more. Taylor and
Cloutier, students at the Maine Regional
School Unit #19, show how being a mem-
ber of the “Tech Sherpa” group brings a
perspective about learning and teaching
from which both students and teachers

benefit.

This month’s columnists impart their
usual wisdom on a broad range of subjects.
Marcoux and Loertscher present reviews
on a number of professionals books; the
Bookmarkits note useful books for stu-
dent reading and learning; and Killen ad-
dresses the use of graphic novels to meet
specific Common Core Standards. Troutner
offers another interesting and very useful
websites and apps, and Lamb and John-
son turn their keen analysis and insight to

Facebook. Ray’s “Advocacy” column gives
you a chance to take the “COOL" test. The
“Brain Trust” features Liz Kerr, longtime
teacher librarian and conference coordina-
tor for the very active and influential On-
tario Library Association. Kerr's insights
are valuable. In his What “Works” column,
Loertscher is joined by Derry and Preddy to
discuss makerspaces in the learning com-
mons.

The range of topics and insights offered
by our many authors and columnists al-
ways amazes us. It is hard to think of an-
other profession where such talent abounds
and where expertise and advice are shared
so willingly. As we have said before: take
what you can use from the insight, innova-
tion, and creativity offered in this issue and
try them out in your world.

WRITE FOR TEACHER LIBRARIAN!

The editors of Teacher Librarian welcome original manuscripts on any aspect of library
services for children and young adults that will contribute to excellence in programs and
improved support for their delivery. We are committed to collaborative partnerships for
improved student learning through thought-provoking and challenging feature articles,
strategies for effective advocacy, and critical analysis of management and programming issues
We invite you to share your knowledge, expertise, or research with the Teacher-Librarian
readership and the greater teacher librarian community. We encourage articles from both
practitioners and library educators. Submissions will be considered for publication only if they
have not been published previously and they are not under active consideration by another
journal. Articles usually range in length from 2000 to 3500 words, but can be longer or shorter
depending upon the needs of the topic.
For more information about submission and author guidelines, please visit our website www.

teacherlibrarian.com. Click on the “Submissions” tab at the top of the page.
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